Chapter 4: Optimizing a Site for Google

When text is not text

The imperative to stage your content and key-
words as text, not graphics, is plain enough. But
occasionally, site-designing software can fool
you into thinking that a graphic is text. The
figure is an example of an all-graphics page that
appears to be text. Google can'tindex this page
because it can’t read the words. (In this case,
the page is an information source for local
members of a dance troupe and is not intended
to attract a wider audience.) Even if the page
had a strong backlink network, it would never
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get into the Web index because Google would
be unable to assess its content or assign a
PageRank.

This page was created with ImageReady, an
Adobe program that creates and slices images
for deployment on a Web page. Although most
sophisticated graphics programs allow place-
ment of text in the graphic image, it stops being
text when you do so. As information, graphical
words are invisible to Google.
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January 2004
Hellg, again!

MNow in its 19th year, Dance Improv, Live! is preparing to
c brate its 20th v by a bimanthly
rhythm this spring. Jain us for an evening of guided stretching,

you could ever wish to hear. How very lucky we arel

Come meet people from all walks of lite who have one primary
goal in commaon: to be aLIVE and to do that as well as possible.

At Dance Improv, being alive is not a medical assessment but
an enargalic one—an emotional flow measured in quality. Come
engage your body with your mind, magination with spirit, and
discover creatlvity you never knew you had—eflortiessly!

Providing a safe space for people 1o express themselves and
renew these joys together has been Dance Improv's fulfilled
promise for all these years. | hope you'l join us this spring!

Mark your calendar, and please call if vou have any ¢

Davce Improv, Livel
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movement, play, laughter—and some of the greatest live music
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Fridays 8:15-10:15 PM
Arts Council of Princeton
102 Witherstoon Stras] =
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Each separate and topically focused page has its own name and location, so
your navigation links act as incoming links to those pages, helping establish
them in Google. And the text in those navigation links (which I discuss
shortly) helps Google understand what the pages are about.



